
 

What is an Arts Award? 

UK-based nationally recognised accreditations from awarding body Trinity College London 
for ages 11-25. They are equivalent to GCSE grades: D-G/3-1 for Bronze, A*-C/9-4 for Silver.  
Here are some web links which contain info on what will be required of students completing 
Bronze Award (designed for ages 11 to 14) & Silver Award (designed for ages 14 to 16). 

What are the benefits? 

Arts Award is a valuable investment in your child's creative and personal development with 
many benefits: 

●​ A nationally recognised qualification: a great addition to a university application or CV!  

●​ Development of communication and leadership skills. 

●​ Experience in documenting and presenting their artistic journey. 

●​ A deeper engagement with their art and learning self-reflection. 

●​ Confidence and self-esteem building. 

How long does it take?  

The portfolios are completed at the students pace during termtime classes only. Arts Award 
students are required to complete all Guided Learning Hours (GLH) at art-K, supervised by a 
teacher/adviser in order to complete their qualification. ​
​
Depending on your class length, here is exactly how many terms you will need to complete 
an Arts Award: 
 

Bronze Award Termtime Timeline Breakdown:​
40 GLH (in studio), 20 independent learning hours (outside studio): Around 10 months. 

Weekly Class Length Hours per 12-Week Term Total Termtime Needed to Hit 40 Hours 

1.25 Hours (75 mins) 15 Hours 2.5 Terms (Approx. 27–32 weeks of classes) 

1.5 Hours (90 mins) 18 Hours 2.2 Terms (Approx. 23–27 weeks of classes) 

 
Silver Award Termtime Timeline Breakdown: 
60 GLH (in studio), 35 independent learning hours (outside studio): Around 14 months. 

Weekly Class Length Hours per 12-Week Term Total Termtime Needed to Hit 60 Hours 

1.25 Hours (75 mins) 15 Hours 4.0 Terms (Exactly 48 weeks of classes) 

1.5 Hours (90 mins) 18 Hours 3.3 Terms (Approx. 40 weeks of classes) 
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https://www.rgshw.com/page/?title=Arts+Award&pid=597
https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=65
https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=66


How much does it cost? 

Supporting students to create their portfolio of evidence will require additional; preparation, 
teaching, administrative support, and moderation outside of our regular programme 

Therefore, there is an additional fee of £9 per class to participate in the Arts Award 
programme. 

To comply with required Guided Learning Hours for the qualification, this fee is required for 
a minimum of 3 Terms for Bronze and 4 Terms for Silver. 

How is art-K’s Arts Award fee calculated? 

Our fee covers the dedicated time our staff spend supporting your child through their Arts 
Award journey, as well as the certification cost from Trinity College London. This includes: 

●​ Arts Award Specific Book Prep/Guidance: ​
Time spent by our teachers directly assisting students with understanding the award 
criteria, planning their portfolio, and reviewing their progress. 

●​ Administrative Hours: ​
Time spent by our team on managing student registrations, liaising with Trinity College 
London, preparing portfolios for moderation, and managing the overall award process. 

●​ Trinity College London Fee: ​
The direct cost charged by Trinity College London for moderation and certification of 
each award. 

●​ Post and Packaging for the delivery of your certificate. 

What goes into an Arts Award portfolio? 

Here’s a simple summary of what students need to collect for their Arts Award portfolios. 

Think of the portfolio as a "scrapbook" of their creative journey. 

Bronze Arts Award ​
Level 1 Qualification (Ages 11+) 

●​ Take Part: Photos, videos, or certificates of the student practicing their chosen art 

form (e.g. simply attending their art-K class and completing a project) 

●​ Review: A written, typed, or filmed review of an event they attended (e.g. a gallery). 

●​ Arts Hero: Research into the life and career of an artist or craftsperson they admire 

(this could even be your art-K teacher!). 

●​ Skills Share: Evidence of the student teaching an arts skill to someone else, like photos 

or feedback notes (they can do in class or at home if preferred, e.g. pics or vids 

teaching a sibling). 
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Silver Arts Award​
​​Level 2 Qualification (Ages 14+) 

The Silver Arts Award is a noticeable step up from Bronze, it requires significantly more 

independence, time, and leadership. You do not need to have completed Bronze to do Silver, 

but knowing how they compare helps you gauge the workload. 

●​ Unit 1: Arts Practice 

○​ Goal Setting: A plan identifying a new arts skill they want to master and a diary of 

their progress. For example, a student who loves to draw and work in 2D 👉Might 

explore 3D sculptural work with a focus on up/recycling materials 👉 The end goal 

is to turn one of their favourite drawings into a 3D sculpture 

○​ Review & Research: In-depth reviews of arts events and research into training or 

career pathways in the arts. 

●​ Unit 2: Arts Leadership 

○​ Project Plan: A detailed plan for organising an arts project or event. This requires 

them to step out of the studio and into a leadership role!​
For example, organising and running a 2-week collaborative painting project for a 

small group of peers, culminating in a public pop-up exhibition in their 

school/college library. 

○​ Management: Evidence of managing resources, health and safety, and publicity for 

their project. This will require sourcing items and budgeting (please note, art-K does 

not cover costs of materials for these resources). Examples might include; 

➢​ Correspondence Evidence: Screenshots or printouts of emails between the 

student and the collaborators/venue.  

➢​ Risk Assessments of project site: If the project is community mural, the 

student would consider use of ladders and roping off the area from the public. 

➢​ Inclusivity Plan: If the project was to do a watercolour workshop in a care 

home, the student might consider how they will support residents with 

reduced fine motor skills or impaired hearing.  

○​ Leadership Delivery: Photos or video of them leading the project and working with 

others. This could also include copies of any handouts, visual aids, or step-by-step 

technique sheets the student created and handed out. 

○​ Evaluation: A final report on what went well and feedback from the people who 

took part. Feedback could be collated through an anonymous Google Form or with 

a “Guest Feedback Book” on the day. 
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The Arts Award Process with art-K 

1.​ Consultation: ​
Arrange a meeting or call with your art-K teacher to discuss suitability and decide 

which level (Bronze or Silver) is right for your child. You can also discuss portfolio 

evidence preferences; for example, video statements rather than written work. ​
Note: We do not currently offer ‘Discover’ or ‘Explore’ Arts Awards. Your child must be 

aged 11+ to participate. 

2.​ Registration:  

○​ If you and your teacher are happy to proceed with an Arts Award, they will 

share a booking link for your class.  

○​ Upon receiving payment, your teacher will inform art-K’s Arts Award Advisor 

who will register your child with Trinity College London.  

○​ Your teacher will provide you and your child with an overview of your Arts 

Award criteria and portfolio book/digital folder link. 

3.​ Working together:  

○​ Teacher, parent and student will work together to ensure all tasks are 

complete to build the portfolio. Note: Depending on the award, this may 

require some actions outside of art-K class (e.g. a gallery visit). 

○​ It’s important to attend your regular art-K sessions to produce the portfolio of 

work, documenting progress through sketches, photos, and annotations. We 

can also record video testimonials if preferred. 

○​ Your teacher will help set regular goals but ultimately the portfolio will be 

completed at a pace which suits the student.​
Check out the Arts Award Journey posters on the next page! 👀  

4.​ Moderation & Certification:  

○​ art-K assessment: ​
Your teacher will share your completed portfolio with art-K’s trained Arts 

Award Advisor who will review your completed portfolio, ensuring all 

evidence meets the Trinity College London requirements. Notes or 

amendments may be suggested to ensure a pass. 

○​ Trinity College moderation: ​
Trinity college will then approve art-K’s advisors assessment and/or make 

recommendations. This can take 4 - 8 weeks. Once successful, you will receive 

your official certificate. Certificates are posted in paper format to art-K’s 

central office in Greenwich, they will then be sent on to your studio. 
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